ABSTRACT 

An optical pick-up device includes a light source (2), a polarized light beam 
converter (4), a splitter (6), a collimating lens (7), and a photo-detector (9). A 
linear polarized light beam with a first type of polarized component and a second 
type of polarized component is emitted from the light source, and passes through 
the polarized light beam converter. The first type of polarized component is 
converted into the second type of polarized component by the polarized light beam 
converter. Then part of the light beam with the second type of polarized 
component passes through the splitter and is focused onto an optical disc (8) by the 
collimating lens. The optical disc reflects the light beam that contains recorded 
information read from the optical disc. The reflected light beam passes back 
through the collimating lens, is reflected by the splitter, and is received by the 
photo-detector. 
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